ical deductions). 1 This article uses the primary source of Islamic law -the Qur'ān -to explain its rules on the use of force in self-defence. There are two main reasons for relying on the "Qur'ānic approach". First, it is a principle of Islamic law that in order to find an answer to any Islamic issue, the Qur'ān is the first place to start. If the jurists do not find an answer in the Qur'ān, they will seek it in the second and third sources of Islamic law. 2 Hence, it is natural to start with the Qur'ān. Secondly, the Qur'ān provides sufficient evidence on the subject of self-defence (defensive Jihad) so we do not need to go outside the Qur'ān. If the Qur'ānic evidence were lacking, naturally we would turn to the Sunnah followed by third and fourth sources of Islamic law. The strength of theQur'ānic approach is that it relies on the undisputed source of Islamic law. TheQur'ānic approach would be acceptable to both Shias and Sunnis, thus applicable to the entire Islamic world. It is in contrast to those studies, which focus on classical jurists of the four schools that studies of this nature represent the view of Sunni Islam only. Shias, for instance, in Iraq and Iran might interpret Jihad differently. The proposed Qur'ānic approach is not sectarian. It is holistic. In addition, the purpose here is to look at the Qur'ānic justification of self-defence and how we can relate that to our age rather than to engage in the historical development of Jihad over 1,400 years. This is what I call the "Qur'ānic approach". 3 Focusing on the primary source of Islamic law, the Qur'ān, this article examines the concept of Jihad, theories of Jihad and who -state or non-state actors -may declare Jihad. This approach is in contrast to those writers who have written at length on the subject with little or no reference to the original source, e.g. John Kelsay 4 and Hashmi. 5 In many such instances, the authors engage in the historic development of Jihad but the focus here is to analyse what the Qur'ān says on self-defence (Jihad) and how we can relate the Qur'ānic concept of self-defence to our circumstances. The Qur'ān articulates clear rules for the justification and conduct of Jihad, peace processes and resumption of hostilities as well as rewards for taking part and punishments for not participating in Jihad. 6 This article focuses on the Qur'ānic justification of Jihad only although some verses not directly relevant to the subject are reproduced in order to clarify the context and throw further light on the meanings of those under discussion. It will become evident that all the Qur'ānic verses are mutually complementary and can be misunderstood unless considered as parts of one integral whole.
